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ORDINANCE NO. 94-3! 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, TO BE KNOWN AS THE NATURAL AREAS STEWARDSHIP 
ENDOWMENT FUND ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR A SHORT TITLE AND 
APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN ENDOWMENT FUND TO GENERATE MONIES TO 
FUND MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES ON COUNTY-ACQUIRED OR COUNTY-LEASED 
ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE LANDS; PLACING RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF 
ENDOWMENT FUND MONIES; PROVIDING FOR ADMINISTRATION OF THE ENDOWMENT 
FUND; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 


WHEREAS, certain geographic areas in Palm Beach County contain at 
native Florida ecosystems that have been designated as environmentally sensitive 
lands worthy of public acquisition and preservation; and 

WHEREAS, these environmentally sensitive lands provide important and aie 
public services such as groundwater retention and recharge, flood and erosion 
control, and enhancement of air and water quality; and 


WHEREAS, endangered, threatened and rare plant and animal species, an 





species of special concern. to the State of Florida are part of, and dependent on, 
these environmentally sensitive lands; and | 


WHEREAS, these environmentally sensitive lands represent the wilderness 


WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners desires to preserve the or 
| 
| 


| 
| 


heritage of Palm Beach County’s citizens, provide show places for visitors and 








enhance the overall quality and diversity of life in'Palm Beach County; and | 


recited above and maintain the biological diversity of Palm Beach oi b 





appropriately managing the environmentally sensitive lands it acquires; 
WHEREAS, Palm Beach County has demonstrated its commitment to th 
preservation of environmentally sensitive lands within Palm Beach County A 
enacting the Environmentally Sensitive Lands Ordinance No. 90-47 and incorporat ing 
it into the Unified Land Development Code as Section 9.2, Environmentally Sere ive 


Lands; and 


WHEREAS, Palm Beach County has demonstrated its commitment to the acquisition 
of environmentally sensitive lands by enacting the Environmentally Sensitive Lands 
Bond Issue Ordinance No. 91-1, and provided the framework for acquiring these lands 
in the Environmentally Sensitive Lands Acquisition Selection Ordinance No. 91-13; 
and 


County will require management and long-term maintenance to preserve wilderness 
value and biological diversity, to protect endangered, threatened, and rare 
ecosystems and species, and to provide passive recreational, educational, and 
research opportunities for present and future residents; and 


| 
| 
| 
WHEREAS, environmental ly sensitive lands acquired or leased by Palm Beach 
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environmentally sensitive lands will include restoration of historic water levels, 
fire management and prescribed burning, invasive non-native plant control, removal 
of nuisance non-native animals, scientific studies and monitoring, coordination of 
volunteer assistance, and securing the properties against inappropriate access and 
activities; and l 


WHEREAS, the cost of these long-term management activities will place 
additional demands on already-strained ad valorem tax revenues; and 


WHEREAS, it would be desirable for Palm Beach County to set up a mechanis 
wherein monetary donations could be set aside to assist with the management cost 
of County-acquired and County-leased environmentally sensitive lands. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PAL 
BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA that: 


Section 1. SHORT TITLE; APPLICABILITY. 
1.01 This Ordinance shall be known as the "Palm Beach County Natural Area 





WHEREAS, management activities on County-acquired or County-leased 


Stewardship Endowment Fund Ordinance." 

1.02 The recitations set forth in the "WHEREAS" paragraphs above ar 
incorporated by reference herein as findings of fact upon which this Ordinance i 
based. 

1.03 This Ordinance shall be liberally construed to E: the purposes se 
forth herein. 
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This Ordinance is adopted under the authority of Chapter 125, Florid 
Statutes. 


Section 3. PURPOSE. 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to set up an endowment fund ("Endowmen 
Fund"), into which monetary donations and other funds received can be placed an 
from which these monies can be disbursed, in order to fund ongoing managemen 
activities on County-managed environmentally sensitive lands. 


| 
$ 
| 
| 
! 
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Section 2. AUTHORITY. 
i 
i 
i 
| 
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Section 4. SOURCES OF FUNDS. 

Monies from any source that are designated for meeting the management cost 
of County-managed environmentally sensitive lands can be placed in the Endowmen 
| Fund. Potential sources of funds include, but are not limited to: 





a) Contributions from private individuals, businesses and organizations, 
including donations from sellers of environmentally sensitive lands; 

b) Grants from charitable foundations, nonprofit organizations, 
T agencies; 








c) Off-site mitigation funds; 
d) Interest on matching funds received from state or federal sources, i 
approved by the Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners; 
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Protection) and 9.2 (Environmentally Sensitive Lands) of the Unified Land 
Development Code; and | 
f) Funds granted by the State for land management purposes. : 


i 
Section 5. RESTRICTIONS ON- ENDOWMENT FUND MONIES. 
All monies placed in the Endowment Fund are to be dedicated exclusively to 
funding management activities on County-managed environmentally sensitive lands. 
Disbursements are limited to the monies generated by interest earned on monies 
placed into the Endowment Fund; the principal, consisting of these monies, shal} 
not be spent. Endowment Fund monies shall be placed in a separate and segregated, 
fund of the County until disbursed for an authorized purpose. The activities to’ 
be supported with these funds include, but are not limited to: maintenance and 
replacement of fencing, barriers, signage, dedication structures, kiosks, trails, 
parking facilities, benches and trash collection devices, and other facilities 
needed for management activities and public use of a site; maintenance removal o 
control of exotic species; prescribed burns for fuel reduction and habitat 
maintenance; maintenance of site access; maintenance of water control structures; 
Slope stabilization and erosion prevention; restoration of altered areas; aerial 
photography; development and revision of management plans; monitoring of site 
resources, management activities, and public use; data collection and analysis;'': 
oversight of permits for use of natural areas; preparation and distribution o 
annual reports, newsletters, or other documents; staffing of the management 
program; coordination of volunteer workers and stewardship organizations; and 
development and coordination of educational and’ interpretive materials, programs 
and activities related to the individual sites and. the Natural Areas Program. 


e) Penalties from violations of Sections 7.5 (Vegetation Preservation and 
|; } 
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Section 6. ADMINISTRATION. 

| Day-to-day. administration of the Endowment Fund shall be the Responssbubity 

Hot the County Administrator or his or her designee. The County Administrator or 
|| his or her designee shall make semi-annual reports of receipts and disbursements 
of the Endowment fund to the Board of County Commissioners. The Clerk to the Board 
of County Commissioners will invest the Endowment Fund monies in accordance with 
the County’s Investment Policy as amended under Resolution R-94-1452 and Palm Beach 

| county Ordinance No. 94-24, and as otherwise amended from time to time by action 


| of the Board of County Commissioners. Revenues from the Endowment Fund and 





resultant expenditures shall be budgeted on an annual basis through the normal] | 
budget process, in accordance with the restrictions of Section 5 of this Ordinance. 


In the event that the Endowment Fund is terminated or the activities for 


Section 7. TERMINATION OR ALTERATION OF ENDOWMENT FUND 
| 
| 


which funds can be expended are changed by action of the Board of County 





Commissioners, contributors shall have the right to request in writing the return 





of the principal amount of their contribution. A record shall be maintained of the 





name of each contributor and the amounts given. 
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All local laws and ordinances applying to the unincorporated areas of Palm 
Beach County in conflict with any provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 
to the extent of such conflict. 


Section 9. SEVERABILITY. | 

If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase or word of the Ordinance 
is for any reason held by a court to be unconstitutional, inoperative or void, such; 
holding shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 


| 
| 
Section 10. INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES. | 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code! 
of Laws and Ordinances of Palm Beach County, Florida. Sections of this Ordinance 





may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish such, and the word "òrdinance" may 
be changed to "section", "article", or any other appropriate word. 





Section 11. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
This Ordinance shall become law upon receipt of acknowledgement from the 
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Section 8. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT. 
ores of State. 

| 


:} APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County, 
| Florida, on the 20 day of December , 1994 . 


PALM BEACH COUNTY; FLORIDA, BY ITS 
.BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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PPROVED AS TO FORM AND DOROTHY H. WILKEN, Clerk 
EGAL SUFFICIENCY | Board of County Commissioners 


iA 
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By 
Deputy Clerk 





Acknowledgement by the Department of State of the State of Florida, on this, 


i;the _ 30thday of December » 1994. 





EFFECTIVE DATE: Acknowledgement from the Department of State received on the 
3rd day of January » 1995, at 9.39 a -M., and filed in the Office of the 





STATE OF FLORIDA, “COUNTY OF PALM BEACH 

I DOROTHY H. WILKEN. &coti iglo Clerk of ths. 
4 Board of County Commissioxers cartiiy this to bs ¢ 

true and correct ale origine isaletmyoticg 
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